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Longleat House, Wiltshire by Jan Siberechts (1678) 







‘A Kill at Ashdown Park’ by James Seymour  (1743) 



George Stubbs, The Grosvenor Hunt (1763) 











Johann Zoffany, Colonel Mordaunt’s Cock Match (1784) 





Henry VIII  

by  

Hans Holbein (1537) 

 
[The contemporary copy in the 

Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool] 











William Tyndale 



Patrick Collinson 

“Tyndale’s translation of The New Testament was the most 

important of all milestones in England’s literary-linguistic history” 







The Book of Common 

Prayer 

(1549) 





Sir Diarmaid 

MacCulloch: 

“If anything 

characterised the 

majority English 

approach to religion 

over three centuries, it 

was hatred of Roman 

Catholicism… It was the 

most consistent English 

political stance of the 

period” 









‘Foxe’s Book of 

Martyrs’ 

title page of the first 

edition (1563) 









The Irish massacres of Protestants in 1641, from The new 

and complete book of martyrs (1785) 





London in 1560 















Hogarth, The Gate of 

Calais or The Roast 

Beef of Old England 

(1749) 





Henry Fielding, The Grub-Street Opera 

(1731) 

 

When mighty Roast Beef was the 

Englishman's Food 

It enobled our Hearts,  

and enriched our Blood … 

Then, Britons from all nice Dainties refrain 

Which effeminate Italy, France and Spain; 

And mighty roast beef shall command on 

the Main. 

 

But since we have learnt from all-vapouring 

France 

To eat their ragouts as well as to dance, 

We're fed up with nothing but vain 

complaisance 

Oh! the Roast Beef of Old England, 

And old English Roast Beef! 

 













William Hogarth 

Transubstantiation 

Satirised  

(1735) 







'The mildest, justest, 

most beneficent of Kings; 

who drove out the 

Danes, secur'd the Seas, 

supported Learning, 

established Juries, 

crush'd Corruption, 

guarded Liberty, and was 

the Founder of the 

English Constitution  



When Britain first at heav’n’s command, 

Arose from out the azure main,  

This was the charter of the land 

And guardian angels sung this strain. 

 

Rule, Britannia, Britannia rule the waves; 

Britons never will be slaves. 

 

The nations, not so blest as thee,  

Must, in their turns, to tyrants fall:  

While thou shalt flourish great and free,  

The dread and envy of them all. 

 

Still more majestic shalt thou rise, 

More dreadful from each foreign stroke:  

As the loud blast that tears the skies,  

Serves but to root thy native Oak. 

Thee haughty tyrants never shall tame:  

All their attempts to bend thee down,  

Will but arouse thy generous flame;  

But work their woe and thy renown. 

 

To thee belong the rural reign; 

Thy cities shall with commerce shine:  

All thine shall be the subject main,  

And every shore it circles thine. 

  

The muses still with freedom found;  

Shall to thy happy coast repair:  

Blest Isle! With matchless beauty crown’d, 

And manly hearts to guard the fair. 





THE END 
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